
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
VCP Guide and Scout Centre Grosszerlang 
 
The VCP Guide and Scout Centre Grosszerlang is an area of 12 hectares compound in the boundary 
of the village Grosszerlang and can host 800 guides and scouts. The 12 declared camp zones range 
from 210 to 6,000 square metres.  
 

 
 
Grosszerlang is an urban district of Rheinsberg and is situated in the outermost north of 
Brandenburg in the region Ostprignitz-Ruppin about 100 kilometres northwest off Berlin, the 
nearest places being the towns of Rheinsberg, Fuerstenberg and Neuruppin. The terrain of the Site 
is composed of different landscapes and expanses of water, surrounded by forests and meadows. It 
borders on lake Paelitzsee through which the campsite can be reached by water. The sweeping 
forests and lot of lakes which are connected by channels and small rivers offer the opportunity for 
short or long hikes, bicycle tours and canoeing (with overnight stay on adequate grounds). The 
Centre is a nature-sanctuary and part of the Nature Reserve Stechlin-Ruppinger Land. 
The Centre is also an area for Scout experiences and provides opportunities on the place itself, like 
a challenge valley (under construction) and a garden of pollination. Currently there is the idea to 
develop a path through the treetops of the forest.  
The VCP took over the campsite in the 1990’s and developed the area to one of the NSO centers. 
The campsite has all facilities to welcome also guests with disabilities and all houses and campsites 
are accessible by wheelchair. 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
The Centre offers playgrounds, an open air prayer area for different religious services, canoes and 
scouting activities for guides and scouts of all ages. Other facilities are: Sinks, Drying room,  
 
Fireplaces in the camp zones, firewood, electrical and water connection in the camp zones, pier, 
and a beach. 
The Centre offers self catering only, but provides a kitchen. Sanitary facilities are close to the 
campsites and provide modern and barrier free toilets, showers and bathrooms. 
 
Location  
The idyllic, quiet location of our campsite at the end of a blind alley unfortunately implies that an 
approach via public transport is a bit difficult. To arrive by public train transport please search for 
train connections to Rheinsberg. Please announce than your journey at all costs at the Ostprignitz-
Ruppiner Personennahverkehrsgesellschaft mbH. This is essential for the rides where regularly a 
mini-bus – “KB” in the schedule – is used, so that a bigger bus can be send if necessary. You find 
further information including a route calculator at the Verkehrsbund Berlin-Brandenburg.Please 
check this link to the "Rheinsberger Seenbus" that runs till Großzerlang. From there, it is only 
about 1 km up to our campsite.  

 
Locate: Latitude/Longitude 53°11'51"N 12°56'58"O 
Country: Germany 
Region: Europe  
 
Contact 
National Scout Organization: Verband Christlicher Pfadfinderinnen und 
Pfadfinder 
 
VCP Guide and Scout Centre 
Birkenweg 15 
D 16831 Großzerlang 
Germany 
Phone 033921 70333 
Fax 033921 508909 
E-Mail: bzg-info(at)vcp.de 
www.vcp-bundeszeltplatz.de 
 
(for bookings please use the form on the webpage) 
 
 
Environmental features of the Centre 
 

 
 
The centre is south of the largest lake area in Germany and is situated within the ‘Rheinsberger 
Seenlandschaft’ which is a lowland area of large lakes and forests. It lies at the end of a Peninsula 
which only includes some small villages, but huge areas of forests and meadows. The environment 
is characterized by the typical terminal moraine of the Mecklenburg Lake District with bogs, 
outwash plains, heaths and deep pine forests of beech and Douglas fir stands. 
 
 
 

http://orp-busse.de/www/orp/
http://orp-busse.de/www/orp/
http://www.vbb.de/de/index.html
http://www.rheinsberg.de/fileadmin/rheinsberg/upload/dokumente/Karte_Rheinsberg_DINA1_3.pdf


 

 
 
 
 
 
The campsite itself includes areas for camping as well as different forest types, ponds, lakes, 
meadows and endangered agricultural areas. All of these habitats support native species, especial 
some endangered plants, locally endangered insects, breeding populations of endangered birds, 
hibernation of bat species or serve feeding habitat of the endangered European otter. The 
occurrence of these animals is regularly evaluated and managed. 
 
Access to surrounding environmental places of interest  
 
Place of unstructured play and exploration is given in the direct surroundings of the Centre. The 
area provides connected lakes for canoeing (canoes can be hired from the camp staff) to Berlin in 
the South or the Baltic Sea in the North (if you can effort this time). The campsite is surrounded by 
dense forests inviting you for hiking, lasting for weeks if required.  
Within a radius of about 100km several National Parks and National Reserves are situated 
providing an excellent possibility to learn more about German flora and fauna and to observe the 
large native vertebrates, like the European bison, Przewalski horses and the European wolve; or 
the nests of eagles, storks and cranes. There is a breeding station (ca. 70km) for the last German 
population of the highly endangered European pont turtle and the endangered green lizards, 
including an area to walk around between renaturalised fish ponds. 
 
Environmental Education Programmes Available  
 

 
 
As a member, our principles and aims of environment education are based on WOSM guidelines in 
Scouting, but developed especially for the needs of the modern society in Europe. We believe that 
every society, every young generation, has a different knowledge and view of environmental care 
and this requires special programs rather than a standard program. 
 
The Centre provides several opportunities to learn about nature and environment, these are e.g.: 
(a) The Centre Nature Path includes three possibilities for participation. 15 signs provide 
information for the interested guest (bilingual in German and English) about special habitats, 
species and places on the campground. The VCP has in store a nature guide (German language), 
giving more information as the signs for a detailed walk around the campsite. For groups/patrols 
who want to work on a special subject of one of the signs, we offer limited boxes including material 
and instructions. This box include e.g. activities in our Garden of Pollination and several 
biodiversity research activities. 
 
(b) People can work around in our Pollination Garden. This is a meadow with mainly apple trees of 
old races, which explains more about the most important process in biology: the pollination. How it 
works, why it is necessary for us and how complicated interactions between plants and animals can 
be. 
 
(c) The Centre offer a special cookery book (German language), including traditional and local 
recipes. Moreover, it provides information about local fruits and vegetables and ‘sustainable 
recipes’. 
 
Beside the self-guided opportunities, we are able to organize guided tours by special request. 
 

http://www.wisentinsel.de
http://www.wildpark-schorfheide.de/
http://www.tierpark-kunsterspring.com/


 

 
 
 
 
One of the main goals in the principles of the environment program is to enhance and promote the 
knowledge about biodiversity. An annual workshop can be offered (you should contact us in 
advance) to learn more about species richness and species occurring on the campground, and 
results will be published to provide an evaluation of management plans in the future. 
 
All programs are regularly evaluated and new programs are developed in accordance to our 
evolving principles and aims of environment education. 
 
 
 
 
Groups and guests are invited to participate in activities to enhance and promote Biodiversity at 
our campsite. Please contact us in advance to create a special project for your group to protect 
endangered solitary bees, develop stone walls for insects, lizards and small mammals, or 
constructing hiding or breeding facilities for birds and bats. 
 
Environmental Management of the Centre  
(including examples of policy and practices, include website links where appropriate):  
 

 
 
The management is based on an Environmental Management Plan developed by the NSO. This plan 
includes e.g. the following policies: 
(a) Every building activity as to be evaluated concerning its environmental risk. 
(b) Several sensitive habitats are not protected by the German government, but by the principles 
of the Centre and the NSO. These habitats are under special care and have their own development 
plans. 
(c) There is a regularly inventory of plants and animals occurring on the campsite, including special 
management plans to support and resettle endangered species. 
(d) All buildings are yearly audited concerning environmental footprint and consumption of 
resources. 
(e) The Management Plan includes a minimum of one annual weekend for environmental tending 
strategies. The Centre is part of a governmental initiative for the natural development of the 
surrounding area, including the renaturation of lakes, meadows, hedges and forest patches. 
 
All guests must support the waste management system and have to separate e.g. recycling and 
compost material. We are enforcing our energy consumption from renewable sources, and try to 
reduce the consume of electricity and gas. 
Wood for building camp infrastructure and making campfire is provided by the centre, as it is 
forbidden to take it out of the forest on the campground, because the forest and especially the 
dead wood is protected by the VCP Guide and Scout Centre Grosszerlang. 
 
The entire management and environmental policy has a biannual self-peer assessment and an 
annual external-peer assessment. The self assessment is done by the camp staff and peer 
reviewers including engineers, architects, biologists and landscape architects. 
The outside assessment includes the local government, local environmental organizations,residents 
and deputies of the National Parks nearby. 
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
Main achievements to date:  
 
- Development of the Garden of Pollination with about 80 fruit trees, including an information 
system and bee colonies. 
 
 
 
- Development of the Environmental Management Plan including peer assessments. 
- renaturation of important and endangered habitats on the campside. 
 
Goals for the future:  
 
(a) An international volunteer program for environmental education will be developed to enhance 
the activities on the campground. 
(b) The VCP Guide and Scout Centre Grosszerlangis an exemplified model for a sustainable 
management and therefore, the Centre should serve as model centre for other national and 
international campgrounds and we want to support other organizations with our knowledge. 
(c) Translation of the environmental program in at least two foreign languages. 
 
 
(d) The Centre will play an active role in the development of the Management Plan of the 
surrounding areas and in a biodiversity initiative of the German government. 
 
 
Languages the centre can offer activities in: 
 
German [for English please contact us in advance] 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


