
Camp Opemikon 
 
 
 
National Scout Organization/Association: Scouts Canada 
 
Country: Canada 
 
Contact information of the centre (address, email, 
telephone, website):  
 
530 Hanna Rd, Maberly, ON K0H 2B0 
613-273-5291 
opewarden@scouts.ca 
opebookings@scouts.ca 
http://voy.scouts.ca/ca/camp-opemikon 
 
Location of Centre (please include a link to a location on Google maps, and directions on 
how to get to centre):  
 
https://www.google.ca/maps/place/530+Hanna+Rd,+Maberly,+ON+K0H+2B0/@44.7800454,-
76.4675688,17z/data=!3m1!4b1!4m5!3m4!1s0x4cd289f69b544b0f:0xb8febb89fdb021ed!8m2!3d
44.7800454!4d-76.4653801 
 
From Ottawa: Take Highway 417 West (Queensway) and exit at #145 towards Carleton Place. 
Take Highway 7 west through Carleton Place and Perth. 4.5 km from Perth turn left on Glen Tay 
road. At intersection with County Road 6 (0.5 km), turn right. Follow County Road 6 for 15 km and 
then turn right on Hanna Road. Camp entrance is on right after about 1.5 km. 
 
Latitude/Longitude (WGS 84 Coordinates): -76.467977; +44.781622 
 
Description of the Centre:  
 
Camp Opemikon comprises 85 hectares located at the southwestern end of Christie Lake, Lanark 
County, Ontario. The camp topography is quite varied, with elevations ranging from 155 m to 
195.5 m above sea level. Except for Cub field, and other smaller cleared areas, the site is primarily 
forested. Most of the forest is typical Great Lakes-St. Lawrence mixed forest growth with 
predominance of Sugar Maple, American Beech and Eastern Hemlock. In the open areas both 
Eastern Red Cedar and Northern White Cedar are present along with early succession species such 
as Largetooth Aspen, White Birch and several cherries. On the north side of the property the 
higher ground is populated by various oaks.  
 
There are three main areas of high biological diversity at Camp Opemikon. The first is the 
kilometre long trail out to the Venturer Cabin that first borders an extensive marsh and then 
O’Brien Lake. The trail’s mix of open grassland, wetland, hardwood forest and edge habitat results 
in a particularly rich mix of species. A second area is the extensive cedar swamp at the beginning 
of the main trail system. This swamp and the adjacent woodland harbour many species of ferns, 
herbaceous plants and trees not found elsewhere in camp such as Black Ash, Mountain Maple and 
American Elm. In spring, the swamp is alive with bird song as migrating warblers, vireos and 
thrushes move through. Lastly, there is a large area of marsh and wetland to the north of 
McManus peninsula. Although this habitat is not actually on camp property, wetland species such 
as Common Yellowthroat, Swamp Sparrow and Red-winged Blackbird can be readily heard and 
seen from overlooks along the camp trail, along with Great Blue Herons, Ospreys and Bald Eagles. 
 
  



Surrounding natural places of interest: 
 
Camp Opemikon lies just north of the Frontenac Arch, a 50-kilometre-long extension of exposed 
Precambrian rock that runs through southeastern Ontario and upstate New York from Westport, 
north of Kingston, to the Thousand Islands. The Frontenac Arch links habitats of the Canadian 
Shield in the Algonquin Highlands with those of the Adirondack Mountains to the south. It is a 
unique area of biogeographic overlap between the northern Canadian Shield forests and 
southern Carolinian influences compressed over a few miles on a rugged landscape with 
remarkable landform diversity. The result is a narrow band that supports a globally significant 
biodiversity, including many rare species. Interesting natural areas of the Frontenac Arch within 
easy reach of Camp Opemikon would be the Queens University Biological Station on Opinicon 
Road, Conservation Areas at Foley Mountain, Mill Pond and Rideau Ferry and Provincial Parks such 
as Frontenac (where the camp already runs expeditions), Charleston Lake and Murphy’s Point. 
Both the nearby Rideau and Cataraqui Trails provide access to a variety of habitats in this diverse 
region. 

Camp Opemikon is also only an hour 
from the St. Lawrence River and areas 
such as the St. Lawrence Islands 
National Park, with its marine trail 
system, several conservation areas and 
also paddling routes along the 
Ganonoque River. The Rideau Canal 
paddling trail, which runs from the St. 
Lawrence River in Kingston to the 
Ottawa River in Ottawa, passes within a 
few kilometers of the camp and provides 
access to a wide variety of habitats.  

 

  



Environmental Education Programmes Available: 
 
The Ecology Centre comprises two rooms dedicated to engaging youth in exploring the natural 
world.  One of the rooms has resources largely in English and the other in French; however 
bilingual documentation is available so that groups can use both areas. In line with Scouts 
Canada’s Canadian Path program, Trail Cards are available such as Nature Detective, Predator-
Prey, Water Cycle, Tree Tracker and Leave No Trace.  Indoor games such as Ope Critters Bingo, 
Go Bug, Endangered Spaces, and outdoor wide games such as Predator-Prey are available to 
groups or as activities to be run by summer staff.  There is a Tree Trek available which starts at 
the Ecology Centre.  All the activities are bagged ready for use in self-directed or staff-led 
sessions.  There is also a discovery table where youth/staff can bring items for identification and a 
whiteboard to record weekly observations. Around the walls of the centre are posters with 
questions to get young people thinking about the natural world and the creatures that they might 
encounter while they are at camp. There is a corner dedicated to shorelines, complete with 
equipment that groups can take and explore the waterfront, either on their own or with an 
animator.  
 
There is also a Nature Hut in the 
Cub Field where there are resources 
for short term activities such as 
Canadian Wildlife Federation’s 
Project Wild crafts and games. 
Adjacent to the Nature Hut are two 
sample areas used for the Nature 
Detective activity during summer 
camp. Youth are encouraged by 
staff to identify as many species of 
plants, insects and other creatures 
in the sampling squares as they can 
and also to listen for sounds of 
other species. A key is provided. 
Nature walks are available to 
groups visiting the camp year-
round. 
 
  



Environmental Management practices of the Centre: 
 
Camp Opemikon operates in an area of high biological diversity and thus has implemented a 
nature and environmental policy with the following objectives: to conserve and monitor the natural 
environment, encourage staff and campers to follow low impact practices and develop 
environmental education initiatives. The Camp management has thus committed to meet or 
exceed the requirements of all environmental laws and regulations, participate in exchange of 
environmental management techniques and, where economically feasible, adopt best available 
environmental practices. The camp policy is to increase environmental awareness of camp staff 
and campers through training, education and communication programs, contribute to the 
conservation of resources through minimization programs in energy, materials and water 
consumption; minimize environmental impact of operations through environmental management 
programs to reduce waste generation, air emissions and effluent discharges and continually 
monitor how camp activities are impacting the environment. 
 
Some examples of environmental 
management practices include: 
minimizing garbage production by 
promoting recycling , composting 
and encouraging the “pack it in, 
pack it out” principle; proper 
disposal of hazardous products; a 
well-maintained septic system; 
turning down light and heat, using 
energy-efficient bulbs and motion 
sensors for lighting in major 
traffic areas; using alternate 
energy sources; minimizing the 
environmental impact of camp 
operations by using ecologically 
friendly detergents and cleaning 
products and recycled paper 
products, monitoring gas and 
propane tanks daily for leaks and 
making sure spill scenarios are 
practiced; minimizing the 
environmental impact on trails 
and sites by following LNT 
practices, using erosion control in 
areas of high use, blocking off 
traffic areas to allow for 
regeneration, and leaving brush 
piles and snags for wildlife. Staff 
are trained in all of the above 
practices and also to run 
environmental education 
programs on a year-round basis. 
 
  



Main achievements to date:  
 
In the line with its environmental management objectives, in addition to the practices mentioned 
above, Camp Opemikon has: 
 

• Opened an Ecology Centre in the summer of 2016 featuring interactive displays, equipment 
and a sightings board. 

• Adopted a woodlot management plan that minimizes disturbance to wildlife and sanctions 
intervention only where safety is concerned 

• Limited high-use activities to the main area of the camp. 
• Undertaken continual monitoring of wildlife populations: an ongoing species list has been 

compiled, and staff have been asked to watch for and report sightings of those species at 
risk identified. 

• In conjunction with the Rideau Valley Conservation Authority, replanted areas of shoreline 
with native species. 

• Educated staff and campers on “Leave No Trace”  
• Developed environmentally-based games and for year-round camper use; Canadian Path-

style trail cards are now available both to summer staff and to off-season campers. 
• Set up a winter bird feeding station.  

 
Goals for the future:  
 
Future plans to augment the SCENES program include: 
 

• Coordinating with the SCENES committee to produce a publicity sheet listing suggested 
personal environmental projects. 

• Creating a self-guided nature trail for use by summer staff and off-season campers; 
producing an illustrated booklet for this trail. 

• Producing a booklet for leaders and staff which will provide a series of nature activities for 
each season. 

• Expanding the selection of trail cards on environmental topics. 
• Producing an illustrated, kid-friendly handout to detail ways to help the environment at 

camp. 
• Producing a handout/website offering that details environmental programs that could be 

run to enhance school curriculums. Possibly investigate becoming a designated “forest 
school”. 

 
 
Languages the centre can offer activities in: English, French, Spanish 
 


