
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Drave Scout Centre 
 
The centre is situated in an uninhabited village called Drave, in the 
mountains of Arouca, near the town of Sao Perdo do Sul (20 km). The 
centre is known by harshness and difficult access (it can only be reached 
by private transportation). The village has no electricity and only a 
fountain of fresh water. The nearest bus station is Sao Pedro do Sul (20 
km) and the nearest train station is in Viseu (35 km). The centre has a 
service vehicle for the "service camps".  
 

 
 
The nearest airport is the International Airport of Oporto. Drave is an 
unique place to discover life with only the essential. This is one of the 
principal aims of this scout centre. The local reality could be described as 
a rural environment, an incomparable natural beauty, small villages with 
few inhabitants, farming and shepherding as the principal subsistence 
activities. It is a place where meditation happens naturally, where we can  
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learn to give value to the small things essential to life and where we can 
understand the weak ecological equilibrium. 
 
Location  
 
There are no public transports to the village, the nearest bus stop is at the  
nearest town São Pedro do Sul in 20 km distance. 
If you go by car you will have to stop at at least 1 Km and only if you go 
in a 4WD. 
The best way to get there is on foot and if you are willing for a hike, then 
the  
 
 
 
best approach is to walk from Arouca (20 Km on foot but 30 Km by car). 
It's an area of trails that you can only do by foot, the village itself is 
accessible only by foot. 
 
Locate: Latitude: 40º 51' 44.22'' N Longitude: 8'' 7.18'' W 
City: Lisbon 
Country: Portugal 
Region: Europe  
 
Contact:  
National Scout Organization: Portuguese Catholic Scout Association 
 
Adress: Rua D. Luis I, 34, 1200-152 - Lisbon 
Email: drave@cne-escutismo.pt 
Phone: (+ 351) 933 580 190 
Website: http://drave.cne-escutismo.pt 
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Environmental features of the Centre  
 

 
 
 
The village where the centre is located, is surrounded by three water 
resources, Ribeira de Palhais, Ribeira do Vale and Ribeirinho, which will 
unite and creating ponds along its route. It has always been a place of 
practical activities including livestock farming and cattle and goats. Here 
we sowed wheat and rye to make bread flour which was ground in water 
mills. 
In terms of flora, is an area characterized by the indigenous population of 
chestnut, oak and holm oak. Being a dry and arid area in the warmer 
months, has conditions for the development of low shrubs that provide 
shelter for small animals and crawling animals as rabbits, rats and lizards. 
Already in the colder months, you can fill up with snow where only large 
trees resistant to these stringent conditions. 
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Access to surrounding environmental places of interest  
 

 
 
You can walk though a vast natural area where human action is minimal, 
passing though areas of agriculture and livestock, natural lakes, and 
villages lost in time. 
In the region there is some wolfram mines, which once fed many workers. 
Its currently an area of passage for many mountains bikers and hikers, 
and only be visited with a guide. 
It is considered "a mythical place where chestnut trees as rest and 
embellish the immensity oh the landscape." 
 
Environmental Education Programmes Available  

 
- Fauna and Flora Program 
- Water Program 
- Energy Program 
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Environmental Management of the Centre  
 

 
 
 
The Drave Scout Centre policy for the environment 
 
The Drave Scout Centre Management team, henceforth referred as 
DSCMT, is committed to build sensitivity and to create pedagogic concepts 
in the environmental area for all scouts that visit Drave. 
Within this line of action, the guidelines which compose the Drave Scout 
Centre policy for the environment are outlined below: 
 
1. Respect to Nature: 
     Commitment to preserve the biodiversity. With the adoption of this 
guideline, the DSCMT makes   explicit that understanding the present 
interaction with the environment partially affects future options. It 
establishes thus an orientation so that its action shall value the 
conservation of local biodiversity. 
 
2. Rational Use of Resources 

Commitment to use rational the natural resources such as wood and 
water. The DSCMT has the intention to promote the conservation of 
natural resources and use them in a rational and efficient way in its 
activities. Furthermore, it will be ask the same behaviour to the camp 
users (rovers and chiefs).  
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3. Interaction  
Commitment to act in convergence and conjunction with the government 
and social institutions in order to integrate its actions on public policies. 

The DSCMT accepts the compromise to orient their actions for the 
integration with the Portuguese public policies, other agents of the State 
and social segments. 
 
4. Principle of respect to the diversity and cultural patrimony  

Commitment to respect the values, necessities and interests of local 
communities, specially the traditional ones. Commitment to preserve and 
reconstruct the cultural patrimony that is underlying to the properties of 
CNE (National Scout Corporation) in Drave.  

The DSCMT assumes the commitment to recognize and value the 
cultural diversity, the needs, interests and realities of the social groups 
which interact in their activities and actions. In particular, we will seek to 
ensure the respect and take care of the needs and interests of the 
disadvantaged social groups. Therefore, in their activities and actions, 
DSCMT ensure and value the construction and preservation of cultural 
heritage.  
 
5. Principle of environmental measures development  

Commitment to the promotion of the development to improve social-
environmental actions, such as constant updating of the camp code based 
on their needs for action, objectives and tasks. 

The DSCMT undertakes to produce knowledge grants related to 
interactions between the local and regional development and the 
environment. Moreover, take responsibility with the intention to examine 
systematically the actions resulting from the adoption of these principles 
in order to improve them and put them all into practice. 
 
6. Principle of respect to the law: 
 Commitment to practise the provisions of the Portuguese Republic 
Constitution and the actual legislation. This principle makes explicit the 
commitment of DSCMT with strict practise the provisions of the 
Portuguese Republic Constitution and the legislation, in particular the 
related to the environment. 
 
Main achievements to date:  
 
- Reconstruction of the NSO property 
- Respect for the natural environmental of the surrounding space and its 
inalterable over time 
- Launch of Educational Programs to support scout activities, and recently, 
Environmental Programs 
- Thousands of scouts and guides who passed through the centre and 
allowed the centre to be what is today  



- 7 - 

  
 
 
Goals for the future: 
 
With new projects such as running workshops, cultural activities, training, 
Scouts of the World Award, “Desert Hikes”, Spiritual Retreats, the 
programme at Drave continues to expand. Why not pay Drave a visit and 
play a part in the success of one of Europe 's most unique and 
undiscovered Scout Centres? 
 
Languages the centre can offer activities in: 
 
Portuguese 
English 
Spanish 
 
Other information:  
 
- No tap water, only spring water (potable); 
- Natural swimming pools in the streams; 
- Small buildings to use just for refuge or some activities; 
- Rustic toilets; 
- Place to cook. Gas if asked and payed; 
- Showers - Temporary - only at the same time of the Summer Work 
Camps. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


