
[Type text] [Type text] [Type text] 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 
Bundeszentrum Wassergspreng 

National Scout Centre of Wassergspreng 
 

The National Scout Centre Wassergspreng, an affiliate of the 
Austrian Scout Association (PPÖ), is a seminar centre surrounded by a large 
campsite, open all year round. It is situated in the southern area of 
the Wienerwald in the middle of a biosphere reserve and spans 17.000 m². The 
biosphere reserve offers a wide range of possibilities and is our partner in 
ecological and environmental questions. The National Scout Centre was also 
characterized as “Biosphere Reserve Educational Partner”. 

 

Austria's capital city Vienna can be reached easily. The nearby villages 
Hinterbrühl and Mödling offer various possibilities for activities and shopping 
facilities. 

Our Scout Centre is managed exclusively by volunteers. All groups of children, 
young people and adults are most welcome. Here you find a wide scope for  
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adventure, learning, living and working together in a clean and inspiring 
environment. 

Our two houses "The Mill and The Saw" offer lodging for up to 74 guests, a 
large lounge and several seminar rooms. 

Our Campsite can accommodate up to 300 people in tents and features several 
cooking places, a camp fire arena and sanitary equipment. A little creek 
accompanies the campsite from north to south, it’s home of a broad variety of 
little animals. 

Location of Centre (including maps):  
 

By train 
If you reach Vienna by train take train "S2" to Mödling – there you have to 
take bus 364 direction "Gruberau". Leave the bus in Weissenbach at the fire 
brigade building. From there it's about 1 km to the centre. 
By public transport from Wien (Bahnhof Liesing): Linie 256 to Gießhübl 
(Eichbergstraße - Wendestelle)and then a 20 minutes walk downhills through 
the woods to the BZW. The hiking route is marked and easy to find. You can 
enter the BZW by a back door or just follow the hiking route to the main gate. 
Please do not leave the marked route as long as you are in the natural 
reserve's central area. 
By car or by bus 
West – motorway A1 direction Vienna - A21 Exit "Hinterbrühl" – direction 
"Sparbach", turn right towards "Weissenbach", find the fire brigade building – 
turn left and head on for approx. 1 km, find the centre of Wassergspreng on 
your right. 
 
Locate: Latitude/Longitude 48° 05.378 / 16° 12.736 
Country: Austria 
Region: Europe 
 
Contact information  
National Scout Organization: Pfadfinder und Pfadfinderinnen Österreichs 
Association of Boy Scouts and Girl Guides of Austria 
 
Bundeszentrum Wassergspreng 
Wassergspreng 1 
A-2371 Weissenbach bei Mödling 
bzw@ppoe.at 
www.pfadfinder.at/bzw 
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Environmental features of the Centre  
 

 
 
The centre is situated in the Vienna Woods, surrounded by deep forest with 
only some neighbours. Living in and with the environment is something 
completely natural for us. 
An untrained shallow creek crosses the camping grounds, which gives home to 
a variety of animal and plant species. 
The core zone of the biosphere reserve is also called the “jungle of tomorrow” 
– and that’s already visible. Even if it’s only allowed to stay on the marked 
hiking paths, you can see the development of nature in the surroundings: 
Conifers grow in broad-leaved forests, boar help spread oak trees, everywhere 
animal prints can be seen. 
Even the camping grounds are rich of biodiversity – our guests also document 
that with pictures showing “Fauna and Flora of the National Scout Centre”. Fire 
salamanders, aesculapian snakes, martens, beneficial organisms, rare plant 
species – you can find everything here! 
Planned: raised herbs beds, willow-constructions.. 
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Access to surrounding environmental places of interest  
 

 
 
The centre is situated in the Biosphere Reserve “Wienerwald”. The core 
concept: There are three different “zones” in the Reserve: the core zone: this 
is natural protection area, where access is only allowed on marked hiking 
paths. One core zone borders on the centre. Information boards all around 
inform about interesting facts and figures and give advice, how to explore the 
environment in an appropriate way. The transition area is a life-, economy- 
and relaxation area for its inhabitants. So there are many small businesses 
around worth visiting, eg. The “Rauchkogel Project” 
http://www.rauchkogler.at/produkte/ - where various active people work 
together in an environmentally friendly environment. They are partners of the 
Biosphere Reserve and glad to share their experiences with visitors. 
The buffer zone helps the preservation of living areas that are cultivated or 
affected by human use (e.g., meadows, pastures). This zone has an incredible 
high variety of species used by man and livestock. Also there are various 
projects guests can take part in http://www.bpww.at/en/education/ 
Hiking is the most common activity around the centre – destinations are 
different and accessible for all groups of guests. One example is the nature 
park of Sparbach: http://www.naturpark-sparbach.at/ or the dry grassland 
with its exquisite variety of species (plants and animals). 
Other destinations are: the historical Ruine "Johannstein" (12th to 15th 
century), the "temple of Diana", the ruine of "Köhler" and a functioning water-
mill, nature protection area Föhrenberge near Mödling – Burgruine Mödling – 
Breite Föhre – Krauste Linde – Matterhörndl – Husarentempel, Höllenstein with 
the Julienturm, Gießhübl, Nemecekhütte 
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Environmental Education Programmes Available  
 

 
 
As biosphere reserve education partner we strongly cooperate with the 
management of the biosphere reserve, which offers a wide variety of activities: 
http://www.bpww.at/freizeit/freizeitangebote/  
On site we offer photosafari, photo-geocaching,  
„Bewegung und Biodiversität” – Collection of Methods to „Movement and 
Biodiversity“ 
https://www.ppoe.at/aktionen/bundesthema/bundesthema1314/tipps/2013_m
ethodenset_actionpass.html   
Badge “Environmental Expert” in cooperation with the National Scout 
Organisation 
In progress: activity boxes (insect observation, peppercress growing…), badge 
“ambassador of the biosphere reserve”. 
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Environmental Management of the Centre  

 

 
 
Waste separation is a matter of course; we focus on informing our guests 
(who come from different regions or countries with different recycling systems) 
about the recycling guidelines at the campsite.  
However, our main focus is waste prevention. We use deposit-bottles in our 
kiosk; prefer to shop big-box retail and refill packs instead of plastic and 
disposables. The purchase of regional products and – if possible – the 
consignment of freshly produced products like fresh bread without packaging is 
our first choice (the bakery close by delivers bread and rolls directly to the 
centre). 
Continuous improvement of the campsite facilities and increased 

awareness of energy use during the last years helped moreover to decline 
the energy consumption permanently. 
Furthermore we have our own well with drinking water which delivers fresh 
water for the camping grounds. 
We could improve step by step the technical infrastructure in order to 
increase energy efficiency. A photovoltaic roof system was installed to heat up 
the warm water of the campsite. Additionally the system will charge visitors´ 
mobile phones if needed. Visitors have the chance to inform themselves about 
solar energy while they charge their phones.  
General light switches are replaced by motion detectors. 

The exchange of the heating unit as well as the installation of an intelligent 
control system were realised in 2014 – the windows were also changed. 
 
Main achievements to date:  
We are Biosphere Reserve Educational Partner. The team works continuously 
to hold the high standard and even ameliorate it. Our centre is completely run 
by volunteers – so we are happy to share our centre and our experiences with 
all our guests. We also formulated a VISION for our centre – that’s something 
we can be proud of. 
 



[Type text] [Type text] [Type text] 
 

 

Goals for the future:  
 
Energy Efficiency is something completely natural for team and guests – we 
are on the best way! 
Taking advantage of our really good network – and giving something back for 
everything we got. 
 
 
Languages the centre can offer activities in: 

 

German, English, French, Spanish 
 
 
  

 


